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TBCDE Day Program Q&A 
 

Program Overview: 
The Day Program is designed for students ages 14-19 who have completed a minimum of Intensive 
Program Level 5 or higher, intent on pursuing a professional career in ballet. This program is by 
audition or invitation only. Upon graduation from the Day Program, students will be prepared to 
continue into a Trainee or collegiate program. Students who participate in the Day Program must be 
willing to complete their academics through homeschool or online study. 
 
What is the criteria for selection into the Day Program? 
Selection is based on several factors including focus, work ethic, enthusiasm, physical 
attributes, ability, and commitment. Acceptance into the Day Program is reassessed each year 
based off the student’s exam scores and end of year evaluation.  
 
How can a student audition for TBCDE’s Day Program? 
Current TBCDE students in Intensive Program Level 5 or higher must receive an overall average of 
3.5 or higher on their exam scores. 
 
For non-TBCDE students interested in TBCDE’s Day Program, applicants must first submit a video 
audition via our Summer Intensive video audition portal or attend an in-person Summer Intensive 
audition. While some students may receive a year-round acceptance based off their Summer 
Intensive audition, qualified applicants will generally be invited to continue their audition process 
with us in person via our Summer Intensive. Short-term visits may be arranged on a case by case 
basis.   
 
How many students are accepted into the program? 
We are currently able to accommodate 18 students in the Day Program. 
 
What is included in the Day Program curriculum? 
Day Program students train on Monday – Friday from 12:30-4:30 (not including additional 
rehearsals) and on Saturdays from 9:00-2:00. Their curriculum includes weekly classes in Ballet 
Technique, Pointe, Variations, Men’s Class, Pas de Deux, Character, Conditioning, Contemporary, 
Jazz, Tap, and Hip Hop. Students also receive workshop classes in Nutrition, Sports Performance 
Psychology, Ballet Pedagogy, and Dance History.  
 
What are the performance opportunities for Day Program students? 
Day Program students receive numerous performance opportunities throughout the year in order to 
further develop their artistry and confidence on stage: 
 
1. Company productions: Students may audition for certain company productions such as 
The Nutcracker. 
 
2. Nutcracker Festival: Day Program students will learn choreography from the Land of the Sweets 
to perform at Tulsa Ballet’s annual Nutcracker Festival. 
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3. Community Outreach Performances: Day Program students will perform in up to 10 community 
outreach performances each year. These performances provide an opportunity for students to 
showcase the classical variations, contemporary repertoire, and character dances that are learned 
in class throughout the year. Students also assist in teaching the Intro to Dance workshops, that 
often follow the performances, introducing young audience members to the joy of dance, often for 
the very first time. 
 
4. Senior Performance Ensemble: All Day Program students participate in Senior Ensemble (fees 
included in their tuition), where they receive the opportunity to work firsthand with one of Tulsa 
Ballet’s main company dancers, on original choreography that is created for the School’s End of 
Year Performances as well as additional community outreach performance opportunities. 
 
5. Spring Trainee & Leadership Broken Arrow Performances: Day Program students may be invited 
to participate in the Leadership Broken Arrow and Spring Trainee Performances that happen in 
March.  
 
6. Exams: Day Program students prepare a class and a solo to be presented for the company’s 
Artistic Director, Marcello Angelini, as well as the other school faculty and receive written feedback 
on their performance.  
 
7. End of Year Performances: Day Program students perform in all of the school’s End of Year 
performances in May. 
 
Additional perks:  

1. Season tickets to all of Tulsa Ballet’s performances 
2. Opportunities to interact with main company dancers through rehearsal observation and 

Q&As. 
3. Opportunities to attend workshops with choreographers setting works on Tulsa Ballet main 

company.  
4. Twice annual goal setting sessions and personalized audition guidance. 

 
Are there scholarships available? And/or financial aid? 
Currently there are limited scholarships available. Merit-based scholarships are awarded by the 
School Director and are not available by request. Need-Based financial 
aid scholarships are available. Applications are forwarded to the student/family upon request. 
 
Is there supervised housing available? 
TBCDE does not currently offer supervised housing. Students ages 16+ may be connected with 
incoming Trainee Program dancers who are looking for a roommate. Host families may also be an 
alternative option. 


