CARMEN

PROLOGUE

A figure alone, the story unfolds.
The end is the beginning, and the beginning is now.

ACT ONE

A factory chugs along through a night of work as thieves make their way into
the factory aided by an alluring woman in her factory uniform. The patrolling
guards sense an unease in the air. Suddenly, the doors to the factory burst
open releasing its employees from the monotony of the production line for
a few brief, but glorious moments. Break time erupts into fun and escapism,
centered on a familiar young woman.

Her name is Carmen.

A new crew of guards enter along with their Lieutenant. Carmen continues
to entertain the crowd, soon turning her attention to a stoic and committed
guard named Don José. She cannot resist the temptation to disarm such a
steadfast adversary, to the delight of her audience. Upon returning home
to his fiancé Michaela, he finds that he cannot escape the sensations that
remain after his encounter with Carmen.

Suspicion and unease give way to a fight and accusations amongst the
workers in the factory, eventually leading to Carmen’s arrest. Don José is
responsible for her transfer to the prison, but his desire for Carmen allows
her to escape. He loses his fiancé, his freedom and his post as a result.

Carmen is all that remains.

ACTTWO

A crowd gathers to celebrate the great matador Escamillo. Don José stands
among them, now a free man. Desperate with desire, Don José finally
reconnects with Carmen only to be left alone again after a fleeting moment.
He searches and finds her in Escamillo’s private chambers, and his jealousy
takes hold as he watches the passion unfold between the like-minded pair.

Don José is consumed by his need to cage Carmen'’s free spirit and make
it his own. The dark thoughts of his fractured mind manifest into physical
form as his demons lead him toward the unforgivable. When the fog of his
disillusion evaporates, his mission is clear. He needs Carmen by his side, but
at what cost?



