ON YOUR RADAR

OMENS Notes from the Choreographer

We live in a world of noise. At what point are we
free enough to allow our thoughts to go below sur-
face level? Our body is constantly communicating
with us: silently but powerfully. Do we listen to it? It
takes great patience and insight to understand the
language of the world and how to listen to our
hearts. It is us alone that determines whether we
find our personal treasure and fulfill whatever our
destiny is. It is those tiny omens, that we see along
the way with human nature, that makes us define

the various lines of meaning extended from those
events. -Jennifer Archibald

PETER AND THE WOLF Synopsis

Prologue

As composer Sergei Prokofiev's famous story is in-
troduced, an elderly man barges into the theater,
interrupting the performance. We learn that he met
the Wolf in Peter’s story many years ago, when as a
rascally young man he was charged with tending the
town'’s flock of sheep and became the infamous Boy
Who Cried Wolf. After witnessing the Wolf eat the
flock, he was so frightened he fell into a feverish
dream, where he met Little Red Riding Hood and
the Three Pigs, all of whom had also met the Big,
Bad Wolf. The dream serves as a warning that some-
day the Wolf will return.

Years later, the Boy Who Cried Wolf has become a
Grandfather, and he recognizes in his grandson Pe-
ter many of the same personality traits that he had
as a young boy - impulsiveness, curiosity, and trou-
ble following the rules. When news travels of the
Wolf's return, he takes Peter and moves to a hidden
cabin in the woods, where he hopes the Wolf will
never find them.

The Story Begins

As each character enters the story, they are repre-
sented by their own instrument:

The Grandfather - Bassoon
The Cat - Clarinet

The Duck - Oboe

The Bird - Flute

Peter - Strings
The Wolf - French Horn

The Grandfather and Peter are living in a cabin in
the woods, hiding away from the Wolf. Peter enjoys
watching the animals that share their pond - a Duck,
a Cat and a Bird, and they all feel safe in the woods.
One day, busy watching the animals interact, Peter
forgetfully leaves the gate open. Grandfather scolds
him, reminding him that the Wolf could be lurking in
the forest. Peter, never having met the Wolf, is un-

afraid.
The Return of the Wolf

Suddenly, the Wolf does appear. He stalks the
Duck, and though she tries to escape, he swallows
her in one gulp. He sees the Cat and the Bird and
hungrily circles the tree they are perched in. Peter,
watching from the gate, makes a plan to catch the
Wolf. He enlists the help of the Bird, who distracts
the Wolf, while Peter readies a strong rope into a
lasso.

As the Bird cleverly teases the Wolf, Peter manages
to catch him by the waist, just as a group of hunters
traveling through the woods pass by. Peter convinc-
es the hunters to spare the Wolf and take him to
the zoo.

Finale

Thrilled with having caught the Wolf, Peter leads
the victory parade through town and to the zoo.
Everyone celebrates, except for the Grandfather,
who is worried that Peter still hasn't learned the im-
portance of caution and planning. Suddenly, the
Wolf, feeling ill, heaves up the Duck. Having been
swallowed whole, she is still alive. Overjoyed at her
return, Peter and the others celebrate once again.

o

Marcello Angelini | Artistic Director



